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NWT Labour Force Activity 
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For September 2009, Statistics Canada estimates that of the 31,500 residents 15 years of 
age and older in the Northwest Territories, some 20,500 persons were employed. The 
number of persons unemployed increased by 100 from the previous month to 1,700 
persons in September. The NWT employment rate saw a decline from 67.3% in August 
to 65.1% currently.  
 
A fall in the number of persons employed, 700 
fewer than in August 2009, led to the fall in 
the employment rate. Since the start of the 
year, the NWT employment rate has fallen 3.2 
percentage points, as 1,000 fewer persons were 
employed in September 2009 than in January 
2009. However, the NWT employment rate 
remains above Canadian rate of 61.7% 
 
 
 
Figure 2 Labour Force Activity 
 Northwest Territories 
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Figure 1      NWT Labour Force Activity  
       September, 2009 
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Since August, employment rates have decreased in all categories. The largest decrease, 
6.0 percentage points, occurred in the 15-24 years old age category and was likely a 
result of students returning to school. The female and non-aboriginal categories also 
posted notable declines.   
 
 
Table 1 Employment Rates, by Selected Characteristics 
 Northwest Territories 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

   Sept-09   Aug-09 Jul-09 Jun-09 May-09 Apr-09  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Northwest Territories  65.1  67.3 66.3 67.8 65.9 67.5  
       

 15-24 Yrs.  40.3 46.3 43.3 43.3 40.3 41.8  
 25 Yrs. & Over  71.8 73.0 72.6 74.2 72.9 74.5  
       

 Males  67.5  69.4 67.5 68.1 66.3 68.8  
 Females  62.6 65.2 65.8 67.5 65.6 66.2  
       

 Aboriginal  45.4  47.0 46.6 48.3 45.5 46.8  
 Non-Aboriginal  83.4   85.5 84.9 83.7 83.0 83.4  
       

 Yellowknife    81.4 82.8 80.9 80.5 78.6 80.5  
 Other    51.2 53.0 52.8 54.8 52.6 54.2  
 
Canada    61.7 62.4 62.5 62.1 61.4 61.0  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 
Compared to a year ago, the NWT’s employment rate has fallen from 72.1% to 65.1%, as 
there are 2,200 fewer employed persons. The difference of 7.0% represents the largest 
change in employment rate for any jurisdiction in Canada. All jurisdictions experienced 
employment rate decreases from a year earlier. 
 
Figure 3 Employment Rate Change 
 Canada, Provinces and Territories, September 2008 to September 2009 
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Table 2 Labour Force Activity 
 Northwest Territories 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

      Not in the Partic- Unemp- Employ- 
  Population Labour  Unem- Labour ipation loyment  ment 
  15 & Over Force Employed ployed Force Rate Rate Rate 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

  
Sept-09 31,500 22,300 20,500 1,700 9,200 70.8 7.6 65.1 
Aug-09 31,500 22,800 21,200 1,600 8,600 72.4 7.0 67.3  
Jul-09 31,500 22,500 20,900 1,500 9,000 71.4 6.7 66.3 
Jun-09 31,400 22,800 21,300 1,500 8,700 72.6 6.6 67.8 
May-09 31,400 22,300 20,700 1,600 9,100 71.0 7.2 65.9 
Apr-09 31,400 22,300 21,200 1,100 9,200 71.0 4.9 67.5 
Mar-09 31,400 22,400 21,400 1,000 9,000 71.3 4.5 68.2 
Feb-09 31,400 22,200 21,500 700 9,200 70.7 3.2 68.5 
Jan-09 31,500 22,500 21,500 1,000 8,900 71.4 4.4 68.3 
 
               
Previous Years: 
 
Sept-08 31,500 23,900 22,700 1,200 7,500 75.9 5.0 72.1 
Sept-07 30,700 24,400 23,000 1,400 6,300 79.5 5.7 74.9 
Sept-06 30,900 24,000 22,900 1,100 6,900 77.7 4.6 74.1 
Sept-05 31,500 24,500 23,100 1,400 7,000 77.8 5.7 73.3 
Sept-04 30,700 23,800 22,500 1,300 6,900 77.5 5.5 73.3 
Sept-03 30,000 23,200 21,600 1,600 6,900 77.3 6.9 72.0 
Sept-02 29,500 23,100 21,700 1,400 6,400 78.3 6.1 73.6 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 
 
Information on the territorial labour market is the result of the extension of Statistics 
Canada’s national labour force survey (LFS) to the Northwest Territories. Data presented 
for the Northwest Territories is based on three-month moving averages, with survey 
counts rounded to the nearest 100 persons. More detailed information on LFS 
methodology, including definitions, is available from the NWT Bureau of Statistics. 
 
For additional information on the monthly release of labour force survey results for the 
Northwest Territories, visit the NWT Bureau of Statistics website at 
http://www.stats.gov.nt.ca or call (867) 873-7147. 
 
 
Next Release: November 6, 2009 
 


